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Dear

A recent article in the PPTA News highlighted the growing concern about the disparity in the resourcing of New Zealand’s school libraries.  While there are some schools that understand the value of a well-resourced library, and therefore fund and staff it appropriately, there are many more that are unaware of the impact a school library with suitably qualified, experienced staff can have on the learning outcomes of students.  Research shows that students attain higher levels of achievement when there is an adequately resourced school library staffed by passionate, qualified librarians and teacher librarians (described as Library Media specialists in this linked research paper). http://www2.scholastic.com/content/collateral_resources/pdf/s/slw3_2008.pdf

The Ultra-Fast Broadband Network is being rolled out over the next four years. If schools are to make the best possible use of this technology, school library staffing and resourcing must be sufficient to support excellent teaching of information and critical literacy skills in a digital environment. School library teams possess a skill set which is essential for linking this increased access to information with the curriculum, and with improved learning outcomes and achievement for students.

Every school in the country should see its library as the hub of learning and literacy for all students and teachers, but this requires suitable resourcing and staffing, and a consistent approach in all schools.  It is a false economy for any school to reduce or divert funds from resourcing a library that has the potential to work collaboratively with classroom teachers and students in that school.  The intentional teaching of a full range of literacy skills, including information literacy, critical literacy and digital literacy will ensure our students are able to positively contribute to New Zealand society and the future economic growth of our country. 

School libraries in New Zealand are funded directly from the operational grant and there is no specifically tagged funding for them.  While we appreciate the need for schools and Boards of Trustees to allocate funding according to the specific, individual needs of their own community, the key competencies in the New Zealand curriculum identify the multiple literacies referred to here as being essential for all young New Zealanders.  The consistent provision of well-resourced libraries staffed by knowledgeable librarians directly supports this aim.

As a parent/librarian/teacher/taxpayer, I/we want our school libraries to be supported by suitable budgets and trained staff.  I/we urge you to ensure the government recognises the vital role school libraries play in education and support a plan to centralise funding for school library resourcing and staffing.

Yours sincerely
